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 Institutional Playbook: Suppress, Deflect, Hide & Transfer, Eliminate.  

 Hope and Courage for the future of our children.



The last 30 years of litigation has taught 

us the equitable remedy for those 

sexually assaulted as minors is for State 

Legislatures to create civil statute look 

back windows. 
Stogner v. California
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Institutional Playbook to Suppress and Deflect 

liability for Sexual Assault of Minors

 1947-1980 create secret, non descript, stand alone medical treatment 

facilities for bad actors in the Institution.

 Saint John Vianney Institute – Downingtown, PA.

 Servants of the Paraclete – Jemez Springs, NM. 23 locations worldwide

 The Institute of the Living – Hartford, CT.

 Seton Institute – Baltimore, MD.

 House of Affirmation – Massachusetts, Missouri, California 





Geographic Solution

 Post treatment Suppression, transfer, recycle bad actor.

 Options exercised included permanent assignments to 

monasteries, recycle to other parishes and dioceses, 

involuntary laicization.  





Deflection

 1985, Internal Report from Mr. Ray Mouton, Fr. Michael Peterson M.D. and Fr. 

Thomas Doyle O.P. J.C.D. on $1 Billion Dollars of liability for clerics who 

sexually assaulted minors in the United States.

 August 26,1986 Insurance Exclusion Memo from Religious and Risk Sharing 

Trust, Christian Brothers.

 Since the beginning of 1986, at which time the Trust was advised' of the 

three new exclusions (pollution, asbestos, and sexual misconduct), 

administrators for the Trust became acutely aware of the effect these 

exclusions would have on a great number of the beneficiaries as a result of 

their risk and potential exposure. Again, efforts to restore all or any of these 

exclusions with the underwriters proved futile. 



Institutional Action to Hide from 

Liability

 February 9, 1987

 “Finally, there is the problem of “piercing the corporate veil” that can render 

one corporation liable for the assets of another.  This happens in the 

circumstances where it can be proven that both the parent and the subsidiary 

corporation are in reality the same and that the only reason for the subsidiary 

corporation is to shield certain funds from creditors, including judgment 

creditors.”

 “as long as the trust is in existence prior to any judgment creditor’s claim 

against the Fathers and Brothers, the trust funds would be shielded against 

those claims.” 



Eliminate the trail of Liability, Bishop 

A.J. Quinn J.D. in 1990

 Bishops should be prepared for criminal or at least serious accusations 

against priests.  A response team of competent person … a lawyer … 

contingency plans should be discussed.  The bishop should be familiar 

with treatment centers and establish working relationships with them.  

I would like to talk about theories that connect us or disconnect us 

from liability.  Barriers that once protected Religious Organizations 

from civil and even criminal liabilities have weakened.  Charitable 

immunity, once a great defense, the doctrine of charitable immunity 

is fast fading, it has departed.  The trust funds, property held in trust, 

of the organizations should not be viewed as judgement-proof.  



Elimination by Bishop A.J. Quinn J.D. in 

1990 continued

 “Now what files have been subpoenaed, they cannot be 

tampered with, destroyed or removed, that constitutes 

obstruction of justice and contempt of court.  Prior, 

however, thought and study ought to be given if you think 

its going to be necessary; if there is something there you 

really do not want people to see you might send it off to 

the Apostolic Delegate, because they have immunity to 

protect something that-is-potentially dangerous…” 



Creation of Trusts and Foundations 

Research by Wilmington Trust in 2019

 Based on our updated research of 181 Catholic dioceses, we found 

that Catholic foundations continue to advance and have become a 

very dynamic sector of philanthropy. Our current research shows that 

there are approximately 181 (earlier study 143) foundations and that 

81% of the 181 dioceses utilize separate foundations. Since 2011, 41 

new Catholic foundations have been formed and new foundations are 

being planned. 



Hope and Courage for the Future of our 

Children

 21st Century has brought a new awareness through larger cultural forces that 

Institutions cannot avoid or dismiss.

 Me Too

 Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report

 Covid-19  PPP grant special exceptions to Institutions that protect bad actors.

 Normally my monastic training tells me that History will and does repeat 

itself.

 This very public forum is but one icon of Hope and Courage for Survivors that 

Justice will prevail and future kids will be protected. 


